84              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

two or more volumes in a set, the books should be of the

same height and the bands 'range5 evenly.

Finishing; Lettering

Lettering should be well spaced and the letters should
be good in form and as large as the nature of the title
and the size of the back panel will allow, and there
should be no objection made to the use of obvious con-
tractions or to the turning over of long words when this
makes for greater clearness and pleasant arrangement.
The arrangement of the lettering on the back of a book
should be as carefully designed as any other part of
the ornament and should be treated as a decorative
feature of great value. It is desirable that letters should
be in line and upright, but, provided that there is no
glaring irregularity, exact evenness is of no very great
importance.

Decoration

The gold-tooling of both lettering and ornament should
be bright and clean and the glair should not show on
the leather, but it is easy to exaggerate the importance
of mere mechanical dexterity in finishing. Decoration
aims at beauty; the degree of beauty achieved is the
true measure of its value, and it is from this angle it
should be judged.

The shape of the book, the colour and texture of the
leather, headbands and end-papers, and the arrange-
ment of the lettering, make with the purely ornamental
features a single unit of design that should be judged as
a whole. The binding as a whole will be pleasant or
unpleasant to handle and to use, not because it has or
has not reached some particular standard of mechanical
exactness, but because it is or is not in some degree a
work of art.